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men in three months and rejoiced his countrymen with
the sombre pleasures of a day of national Fast and Humilia-
tion, which brought the Queen (in Mr. Tenniel's fancy)
to her knees in a ring of kneeling widows, praying a
little grimly, " O God of Battles! steel my soldiers'
hearts ! "

His work went on. The oddest things appeared in Foreign
Office boxes. Napoleon proposed a general post in Northern
Europe, which would leave Schleswig-Holstein to the Prus-
sians ; and in a moment of rare abnegation Lord Palmerston
refused the Faroe Islands. Then he was off upon Reform :

" My Belief is that notwithstanding the slight stir got up
about changes in our Representative System by a small
minority here and there at the recent Elections the Country
at large, including the Great Bulk of the Liberal Party, do
not want or wish for any considerable changes in our Electoral
System, and certainly do not wish for that particular change
which the Radical Party cry out for, namely, the admission
of a lower Class than the Ten Pounder . . . and I am decidedly
of that opinion myself. . . .

" Besides it must be remembered that changes in our
Electoral System are not an End, but a Means to an End.
Before 1830 there were a great many things in the State of
our Laws which the Commercial & Manufacturing Communities
wanted to have altered. . . . But almost all these things have
now been altered. The Ends have been attained, & the Means
now possessed have been found sufficient. . . . The men who
wish for this are those who cannot sway the Intelligent & the
Possessors of Property, and who think that they could wield
for their own advantage the lower Classes whom they want
to have let in to vote. . . .

" My general notion is that votes might be given to officers
of certain Ranks or perhaps of all Ranks in the Army & Navy,
to all Barristers & Attorneys, to all graduates of universities,
to all Medical Men registered as such & so on. I should be
quite ready to give County votes to all occupiers of Houses
rated at Twenty Pounds; & it might be worth considering
whether a man in a Borough changing from one house to
another in that same Borough might not immediately retain